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An Introduction to Set the Stage 
1 Corinthians 1:1-9 

A. Background 
1) Geography 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2) Church History 

 The church at Corinth was established during the 2nd Missionary Journey. (AD 51-52) 

 Paul wrote 1 Corinthians from Ephesus during the 3rd Missionary Journey. (AD 55-56) 

 1 Corinthians is an early book, written after Galatians, 1 & 2 Thessalonians, and James. 

3) Culture 

 intellectual freedom 

 moral laxity 

 personal selfishness 

B. Overview 
Themes in 1 Corinthians:  

 Correction & Clarification 
 Holy Position & Holy Practice 
 Worldly Wisdom & Godly Wisdom        
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1 Corinthians 1:1-9 

      Outline of 1 Corinthians: 

 

C. Introduction (1 Corinthians 1:1-9) 

1. Greeting (1:1-3)  
          v1 – Paul introduced himself with a reminder of the authority of his God-given position as an 

________________ so that he can guide this local church toward unity.  

          v2 – Paul reminds this church who they are—that they have a God-given position as a group of 
______________, set apart out of the world and into the body of Christ—so that he can 
guide this local church back toward fulfilling its purpose.  

          v3 –  Paul extends a greeting of grace and peace from the Lord, which is a reminder that God 
provides ____________________ that lead to ______________________.  

2. Thanksgiving (1:4-9) 
          v4  – The basis for the thanksgiving is God’s ________ and God’s ___________________ (see vs 9). 

          v5-7 – The evidence of God’s grace was seen in their spiritual ____________. These gifts  
              confirmed to the world that the message Paul had preached was really from God.  
              These gifts also confirmed to Paul that these people were saved.  

v8 – Every believer is guaranteed to be blameless forever; thus, we can be __________________  
           of  our eternal life.  

          v9 – Members of the church have been called into the ______________________ of Jesus Christ.  

 

I. Introduction (1:1-9) 
II. Problems Reported (1:10-6:20) 

a. Divisions (1:10-4:21) 
b. Allowing Immorality (5:1-13) 
c. Fighting in the Legal Courts (6:1-11) 
d. Engaging in Immorality (6:12-20) 

III. Questions Raised (7:1-16:4) 
a. Confusion with Marriage (7:1-24) 
b. Confusion with Getting Married (7:25-40) 
c. Christian Liberty Abuses (8:1-11:1) 
d. Issues for Worship (11:2-34) 
e. Spiritual Use of Spiritual Gifts (12:1-14:40) 
f. Reality of Resurrection (15:1-58) 
g. Collection for Charity (16:1-4) 

IV. Closing (16:5-24) 



Role: Paul the Called Learner

Location:

Paul spends nearly 3 years in 
and around Damascus and an 
additional ten years in 
obscurity near Tarsus before 
beginning his missionary 
service. (Acts 9:1-30)

1st Journey

Acts 13:1-14:28

The Jerusalem 
Council

(A.D. 50)
Acts 15

2nd Journey

Acts 15:36-18:22

3rd Journey

Acts 18:23-19:14

4th Journey
& 1st 

Imprisonment
(Caesarea & 

Rome)
Acts 21:15-28:31

Freedom 2nd 
Imprisonment

(Which ended 
with his death 

at Rome)

Writings: Galatians
(A.D. 49)

1 Thessalonians
(A.D. 51)

1 Corinthians
(A.D. 55)

Ephesians
(A.D. 60)

1 Timothy
(A.D. 62)

2 Timothy
(A.D. 67)

2 Thessalonians
(A.D. 51)

2 Corinthians
(A.D. 56)

Colossians
(A.D. 61)

Titus
(A.D. 66)

Romans 
(A.D. 56)

Philemon
(A.D. 61)

Philippians
(A.D. 62)

Paul the Evangelist & Prophet Paul the Trainer

                    The Apostle Paul's Body of Writing in the New Testament Scriptures (with approximate dates)


